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Course Information

Course Name: 
Literature and Composition I (On-Level & Honors) See extensions in the Unit Planner for Honors

Unit Title: 
Unit 2 Examining Archetypal Stories, Themes, and Narrative Techniques Across Time Periods

MYP Year:
Year 2

Unit Duration:
35 Hours (9 Weeks) 

Instructional Information
Standards
See LEARNING EXPERIENCES for specific Grade 9 Expectations for each standard in the Unit.  
Context (C)
STANDARD 9-12. T.C.1: Purposes & Audiences 
Analyze the impact of purpose and audience on a wide variety of texts.
STANDARD 9-12. T.C.2: Authors & Speakers
Evaluate how authors’ and/or speakers’ perspectives influence texts and how circumstances shape their creation.
Structure & Style (SS)
STANDARD 9-12. T.SS.1: Organization 
Analyze, evaluate, and use organizational structures and styles to shape thoughts across genres.
STANDARD 9-12. T.SS.2: Craft
Analyze, evaluate, and craft language to produce intended effects in a wide variety of texts
Techniques (T)  
STANDARD 9-12. T.T.1: Narrative Techniques
Evaluate and apply narrative techniques to enhance text’s appeal to audiences or achieve specific purposes.
STANDARD 9-12. T.T.2: Expository Techniques
Evaluate and apply expository techniques to enhance text’s appeal to audiences or achieve specific purposes.
STANDARD 9-12. T.T.3: Argumentative Techniques 
Evaluate and apply argumentative techniques to enhance text’s appeal to audiences or achieve specific purposes.
STANDARD 9-12.T.T.4: Poetic Techniques Evaluate and apply poetic techniques to enhance text’s appeal to audiences or achieve specific purposes.
Periods and Movements
STANDARD 9-12.T.PM.1 Periods and Movements
Demonstrate knowledge of dominant themes, genres, and verbal styles of literature from a particular time period.  
Research and Analysis 
STANDARD 9-12. T.RA.1: Research & Inquiry
Conduct research, generating questions to guide investigations of complex topics of interest, and using credible sources to support analyses.
Grammar Conventions (GC) (SUPPORTING STANDARDS)
STANDARD K-12.L.GC.1: Grammar, Usage, & Mechanics
Draw from knowledge of the conventions of Standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics when analyzing, evaluating, and constructing texts.
STANDARD 9-12.L.GC.2: Syntax 
Apply understanding of syntax to comprehend, analyze, evaluate, craft, and reshape sentences to achieve desired effects.
Vocabulary (V) (SUPPORTING STANDARDS)
STANDARD 9-12. L.V.1: General, Academic, & Specialized Vocabulary 
Use expanding vocabulary knowledge to interpret texts and to craft effective communications across a wide variety of real-life, academic, disciplinary, technical, and professional contexts.
STANDARD 9-12. L.V.2: Word Analysis
Use word knowledge and word analysis skills to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words and phrases and to communicate effectively for a variety of purposes.
STANDARD 9-12. L.V.3: Meaning & Purpose 
Analyze and craft nuanced words and phrases in a variety of texts and for a variety of purposes
PRACTICE: Engagement and Intention for Comprehension and Composition (EICC)
STANDARD K-12. P. EICC.1: Reader & Writer Identity Build an identity as a reader and writer, developing a repertoire of resources and tools to continuously expand participation as an active consumer and producer of texts.
STANDARD K-12.P. EICC.2: Engagement & Intention Engage in written or spoken dialogue as author and audience for a variety of tasks and purposes, making intentional connections within, between, and beyond texts.
STANDARD K-12.P.EICC.3: Comprehension Strategies Engage with a range of complex texts for a variety of tasks and purposes, accessing and using strategies for comprehension* before, during, and after reading as part of the meaning-making process.
PRACTICE: SITUATING TEXT (ST)
STANDARD K-12.P.ST.1: Context
Develop and apply knowledge of key components of context such as background information, geographic location, cultural influences, time period, and contemporary events when interpreting and constructing texts.
Gifted Standards
MCS.Gifted.S3A. Develop and apply core critical thinking skills of metacognition, observation, questioning, prediction, analysis, interpretation, inference, summarization, evaluation, synthesis, explanation, and transference.
MCS.Gifted.S3B. Develop critical thinking, inductive and deductive reasoning to analyze and evaluate logical reasoning within a variety of problems and dilemmas.
MCS.Gifted.S4A. Develop skills and techniques associated with effective verbal and non-verbal communication, adjusting for a given audience or task.
MCS.Gifted.S6B. Establish and work toward short and long term goals.
Concepts/Skills to be Mastered by Students
Key Concepts
Connections: Linguistic and literary connections exist across time, texts and cultures
Related Concepts
Structure: The way in which a poem or play or other piece of writing has been put together, and the relationships of different parts of a text to each other and to the text as a complex whole.
Character (Archetypal): The representation of persons in narrative and dramatic works. When exploring the concept of character, students might explore transformation, influence, conflict, protagonist, antagonist, persona, and foils.
Global Context
Personal and Cultural Expression: Examines the ways we discover and express ideas, feelings, and culture.
Statement of Inquiry
Epic narratives use archetypal characters, themes, and narrative techniques to express cultural values and connect audiences across time, place, and experience.
Inquiry Questions
Factual
· What is the monomyth?
· What is an archetype and how is it a tool of the author?
· What narrative and poetic techniques are used in epics?
Conceptual
· How do archetypal characters, themes, and story patterns help readers make meaning across different cultures and time periods?
· How do an author's narrative choices and cultural context shape the way audiences understand a character's journey and the themes of a text?
Debatable
· To what extent should a hero be judged by their achievements rather than their flaws?
Assessment Tasks
	Assessment Type
	Objectives
	Relationship between MYP summative assessment task(s) and statement of inquiry:

	Common Formative: Historical Context Students analyze informational texts about a chosen time period and location for their hero's journey story writing. Students will draw connections between the historical setting of their choice and archetypal narratives.
	· 9.T.C.1.b Assess the impact of context and language on a text's reception by the audience.
· 9.T.PM.1.a Examine an archetypal story, myth, event, or figure as it is represented in two or more different time periods.  
· 9.T.T.1.d Analyze how literary works draw on themes, event patterns, or character types from different time periods.
· 9.T.RA.1.c Integrate paraphrased, summarized, and quoted material into original texts in various ways for intended purposes that strengthen the writing, citing the sources of ideas in Modern Language Association (MLA) format.
	This formative assessment develops the analytical reading, textual evidence, and critical thinking skills students will use in the summative assessment.

	Common Formative: Odyssey Annotation Guide and Analysis
Students use an annotation guide throughout the reading of The Odyssey to analyze epic conventions, archetypes, symbolism, characterization, conflict, and theme development. Additional paired poetry is included. Written responses and discussion tasks provide evidence of analysis.
Honors Extension: Students incorporate Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea as a third text.
	· 9.T.T.1.a Describe how narrative techniques (including archetypes, multiple perspectives, story structure, and symbolism) interact, using textual evidence.
· 9.T.T.1.b Analyze how plot structures, conflict, narrative devices, word choice, and other craft techniques impact an author's purpose.
· 9.T.T.4.a Read, discuss, evaluate, and critique a variety of texts, considering poetic techniques used to present and design content and their associated implications on meaning and/or theme. (Epic poetry)
· 9.T.T.1.c Analyze how a text's theme has social relevance and is developed across a text, comparing passages within and across texts, providing both reasoning and supportive textual evidence.
· 9.L.GC.2.c Maintain consistent use of active voice throughout a text to communicate clearly and concisely
· 9.L.GC.2.b Compose texts with varied syntax, reshaping sentences for effect while maintaining consistency of verb tenses, aspects, and moods.
· 9.L.GC.2.d Expand and enrich ideas and information, incorporating details and descriptions to achieve specific purposes or facilitate engagement
	This formative assessment develops the analytical reading, textual evidence, and critical thinking skills students will use in the summative assessment.


	Common Summative: Structured Student Discourse Debate Following analysis of the Cyclops episode and Greek Philoxenia reading, students participate in a structured academic discussion evaluating Odysseus as a hero and defending claims with textual evidence.
Honors Extension: Students incorporate Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea 
	· 9.T.T.1.b Analyze how plot structures, conflict, narrative devices, word choice, and other craft techniques impact an author's purpose.
· 9.T.C.2.a Identify the impact of the speaker's reliability or credibility on the text.
· 9.T.T.1.c Analyze how a text's theme has social relevance and is developed across a text, comparing passages within and across texts, providing both reasoning and supportive textual evidence.
· K-12. P. EICC.1 Engage in collaborative discussions by actively listening, responding thoughtfully, and building on the ideas of other
· K-12. P. EICC.2 Evaluate and respond to diverse perspectives using evidence and reasoning.
	This formative assessment develops the analytical oral discourse, textual evidence, and critical thinking skills students will use in the summative assessment.


	Common Formative: (Vocabulary and Morphology) Throughout the unit, students will learn vocabulary from disciplinary texts and literary terminology. Students will be assessed on their application of their word study to new words.   
	· 9.L.V.2.a Deconstruct unknown words or phrases using etymology knowledge, common Greek and Latin roots, root words, and/or affixes to determine meaning as used in grade-level texts. 
· 9.L.V.3.b Analyze relationships between words to determine connotative and denotative meanings for words and/or phrases across a variety of contexts

	N/A


	Common Formative: Mid-Unit Assessment Students complete a standards-based assessment containing selected-response and technology-enhanced items using excerpts from The Odyssey, paired texts, and a cold-read passage.
	· 9.T.C.1.a Use knowledge of texts' distinct disciplinary, personal, or technical purposes to aid comprehension.
· 9.T.C.1.b Assess the impact of context and language on a text's reception by the audience.
· 9.T.T.1.a Describe how narrative techniques (including archetypes, multiple perspectives, story structure, and symbolism) interact, using textual evidence.
· 9.T.T.1.c Analyze how a text's theme has social relevance and is developed across a text, comparing passages within and across texts, providing both reasoning and supportive textual evidence.
	This formative assessment develops the analytical reading, textual evidence, and critical thinking skills students will use in the summative assessment.


	Common Summative: Choose Your Own Hero’s Journey Creation Students will build writing prompts to create a full hero’s journey, with a prompt for each stage, applying their knowledge of common themes and patterns across different time periods using a setting of their choice. Students will create multiple options throughout the journey with two distinct endings. Students will analyze their craft through a literary critique.	Comment by Holman, Pamela: Team discussed at LLT changing this common summative to a multimodal presentation and having students write a literary critique of their multimodal product 
Honors Extension: Students incorporate Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea.
	· 9.T.T.1.d Analyze how literary works draw on themes, event patterns, or character types from different time periods. 
· 9.T.C.2.d Synthesize information from a variety of credible sources used to research the answers to questions on academic and individual topics of interest. 
· 9.T.T.3.c Apply argumentative techniques strategically to enhance writing and engage audiences. 
· 9.T.SS.1.d Apply knowledge of text structure and organization to create coherent and cohesive texts with an introduction that guides the focus and captures the audience; purposefully organized and developed supporting facts, reasons, explanations, details, descriptions, and/or events; and a memorable conclusion.
· 9.L.GC.2.c Maintain consistent use of active voice throughout a text to communicate clearly and concisely
· 9.L.GC.2.d Expand and enrich ideas and information, incorporating details and descriptions to achieve specific purposes or facilitate engagement.
· 9.T.RA.1.c Integrate paraphrased, summarized, and quoted material into original texts in various ways for intended purposes that strengthen the writing, citing the sources of ideas in Modern Language Association (MLA) format.
MYP Criterion: A-Analyzing, B-Organizing, D-Using Language
	Students analyze how archetypal heroes, universal themes, and narrative patterns endure across cultures and time periods by creating a hero's journey story in a historical setting. Students will self-reflect on their story through a literary critique.



Approaches to Learning
Learning Experiences
	Learning Experience
	Objective or Content
	Learning Experience Resources
	Personalized Learning and Differentiation
	Vocabulary

	LE 1 Building Background Knowledge: Epic Heroes, Oral Tradition, and Archetypes
	9.T.T.1.d Analyze how literary works draw on themes, event patterns, or character types from different time periods. • 9.T.C.1.b Assess the impact of context and language on a text's reception by the audience.
9.T.PM.1.a Examine an archetypal story, myth, event, or figure as it is represented in two or more different time periods.  
	· Greek Mythology and Customs Reading
· Society in Ancient Greece: The Birthplace of Western Individualism
· Homer, the Epic Poet and Conventions of the Epic Genre
· Joseph Campbell’s monomyth text
· Sample film clips Hero's Journey and the Monomyth.
	· Jigsaw Reading Investigation
· Expert Group Note Catchers
· CER Quick Write
· Tracing the Monomyth and Hero's Journey Graphic Organizer
Honors: The Old Man and the Sea companion novel introduction
Joseph Campbell excerpts
Protagonist comparison 
	· Monomyth
· Epic
· In Medias Res
· Oral Tradition
· Epic Simile
· Invocation
· Epithet
· Archetype
· Mythology
· Muse
Selected vocabulary from text for aiding in comprehension




	LE 2 Epic Conventions and Craft Techniques that Develop Universal Themes and Complex Characters
	9.T.T.1.a Describe how narrative techniques (including archetypes, multiple perspectives, story structure, and symbolism) interact, using textual evidence. 
9.T.T.1.b Analyze how plot structures, conflict, narrative devices, word choice, and other craft techniques impact an author's purpose. 
9.T.T.4.a Read, discuss, evaluate, and critique a variety of texts, considering poetic techniques used to present and design content and their associated implications on meaning and/or theme. (Epic poetry) 
9.T.T.1.c Analyze how a text's theme has social relevance and is developed across a text, comparing passages within and across texts, providing both reasoning and supportive textual evidence. 
9.L.GC.2.c Maintain consistent use of active voice throughout a text to communicate clearly and concisely 
9.L.GC.2.b Compose texts with varied syntax, reshaping sentences for effect while maintaining consistency of verb tenses, aspects, and moods. 
9.L.GC.2.d Expand and enrich ideas and information, incorporating details and descriptions to achieve specific purposes or facilitate engagement
	· The Odyssey text 
· The Odyssey Annotation Guide
· Homer's Hospitality article
· Ithaka (poem)
· Invictus (poem)
· Penelope (poem) 
· Siren Song (poem)
· Structured Discourse Debate Materials.
	· Annotation Guide Scaffold
· Theme Tracker
· Character Transformation Tracker
· CER Quick Writes
Honors Extension: 
· The Old Man and the Sea comparisons
· Ulysses poem
· Translation Studies extension.	Comment by Holman, Pamela: This was an excellent lesson experience for honors students last year that Melissa and Taylor created.  This is referenced here for this LE. :)
	· Plot structures
· Symbolism 
· Conflict 
· Narrative devices
· Craft techniques Themes
· Complex characters
· Dynamic characters
Selected vocabulary from text for aiding in comprehension


	LE 3 Research and Literary Analysis Writing from Sources
	9.T.C.2.d Synthesize information from a variety of credible sources used to research the answers to questions on academic and individual topics of interest. • 9.T.T.3.c Apply argumentative techniques strategically to enhance writing and engage audiences.
9.T.SS.1.b Craft and organize texts using an appropriate structure and format for mode, genre, purpose, and audience.

	· Choice Film Comparative Essay Assignment
· Media Center Databases
· Joseph Campbell article
· Research Sources (Literary criticisms)
· Source Evaluation Tools.
	· Research Organizer
· Source Credibility Checklist
· Guided Note Taking
· Teacher Conferencing
Honors Extension: Additional scholarly source requirement and integration of The Old Man and the Sea.
	· Line of Reasoning
· Thesis
· Credibility
· Evaluation
· Academic database
· Interpretation
· Perspective
· Synthesis
· Cite
· Commentary
Selected vocabulary from text for aiding in comprehension


Content Resources
The Odyssey (Epic Poem) by Homer
The Old Man and the Sea (Novel) by Hemingway (HONORS additional text)
Informational Texts: 
SAVVAS Historical Context Video
SAVVAS Greek Mythology and Customs Reading
Ancient Greece: The Birthplace of Western Individualism
Homer, the Epic Poet and Conventions of the Epic Genre
Unraveling the Monomyth: The Power of the Hero's Journey in Storytelling
Homer's Hospitality: The Ancient Roots of Greek Philoxenia	Comment by Holman, Pamela: Consider keeping this reading when you read the Cyclops episode.  It is great for...(from original pacing guidance document) Situating the Text: Connecting to historical context (informational article): How does understanding Greek hospitality traditions change the way readers interpret the Cyclops? 
Additionally, it could be added to your structured discourse debate to help students debate the following (also in original guidance) claims (around whether or not he is a good leader): Competing Claims
Claim A
Odysseus demonstrates the qualities of an ideal epic hero because he uses intelligence, courage, and leadership to save his men.
Claim B
Odysseus's success is overshadowed by his hubris, making him responsible for much of the suffering that follows.

Joseph Campbell's The Hero with a Thousand Faces (selected excerpts)
Short Fiction:
Myth from the Navajo Tribe, "Monster Slayer"	Comment by Holman, Pamela: Other myth suggestion from Melissa
Poetry:
“Ithaka” by C. P. Cavafy	Comment by Holman, Pamela: These additional poems can be used for this unit as you all look at poetic techniques (through the epic poetry genre).  These can possibly be folded into some lessons across the unit. 
“Invictus” by William Ernest Hensley
"Penelope," by Dorothy Parker
"Siren Song," by Margaret Atwood
“Ulysses” by Alfred Lord Tennyson (HONORS additional text)
Multimodal Resources:
"Calypso" by Suzanne Vega (song)	Comment by Holman, Pamela: Song suggestion from Melissa 
Hero's Journey Story Arc Video
Hero's Journey Moana Video
TED-Ed: What Makes a Hero?
Hero's Journey Film Clips
Student Choice Film Selection
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